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ESR  Evaluation Summary Report  

EU  European Union  
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1 Introduction to the Applicant’s Guide  

Welcome to the Applicant’s Guide for the TRUNSPORT Open Call Programme (OCP) and, in particular, 
Open Call 1 (OC1). This guide has been developed to support applicants throughout the preparation 

and submission of proposals under the TRUNSPORT Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) scheme. 
It provides practical information on the objectives of the programme, requirements, eligibility 
conditions, evaluation criteria, funding rules, and the overall application process.  

The guide aims to ensure that all applicants clearly understand the opportunities offered by the 
TRUNSPORT programme and the expectations for funded projects. It is intended for transport systems 
operators, transport service providers, startups, SMEs, technology and digital providers, infrastructure 
managers, research organisations, NGOs,  ITS solutions providers and integrators, logistics and freight 
transportation companies, consulting companies in the transportation and cybersecurity domains, and 
other related public sector entities/organizations/authorities eligible stakeholders interested in 
contributing innovative solutions aligned with the programme’s vision and impact goals.  

TRUNSPORT aims to recruit and engage at least 42 entities, including SMEs and start-ups, operating in 
the transport sectors (air, road, water and rail) and related OT/IT-based critical infrastructure sectors 
(energy, drinking water, wastewater, space, waste management, manufacturing and chemicals). This 
will be achieved through a dedicated Open Call Programme (OCP) consisting of two calls (OC1 and 
OC2).   

The Open Call Programme has four main objectives. First, it will facilitate the integration of selected 
applicants into the TRUNSPORT project and demonstrate the value of the TRUNSPORT Ecosystem as a 
gateway to advanced cybersecurity services. Second, it will provide access to capacity-building training 
sessions and workshops to strengthen participants' knowledge and encourage the exchange of 
experiences with consortium partners and fellow participants. Third, it will establish the 
conditions required for the implementation and validation of the challenges defined in each Open Call. 
Finally, it will assess the overall impact of participants' involvement in the project and the benefits 
generated through their participation.  

1.1 About TRUNSPORT 

The TRUNSPORT project is funded by the Digital Europe Programme (DEP) of the European Union 
under the management of the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre (ECCC), the granting 
authority responsible for implementing the programme in the field of cybersecurity. Through this 
support, TRUNSPORT contributes to strengthening the cybersecurity, resilience and digital 
preparedness of Europe's transport and critical infrastructure sectors by fostering 
innovation, collaboration and the deployment of advanced cybersecurity solutions. 

TRUNSPORT's primary objective is to support transport sector entities in enhancing their 
preparedness for cyber threats and incidents by offering tailored services, expertise, and knowledge 
to achieve key benefits, including:  
  

• Advanced cybersecurity awareness to improve understanding of their cyber posture 
and compliance with regulatory frameworks such as NIS2, enabling data-driven decision 
making to enhance security measures.  
 
• Continuous monitoring and detection of cyber threats as well as prevention or 
mitigation of cyberattacks to maintain optimal operational efficiency while reducing 
downtime and unnecessary costs.  
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• Enhanced security and resilience, facilitating the seamless adoption of new 
technologies that drive innovation and the development of new products and services for 
improving quality of life.  
 
• Mobilisation of transport and other related entities through open calls to adopt 
TRUNSPORT’s tools and cybersecurity services, thereby fostering broader engagement, 
real-world validation, and collaboration for stronger cyber resilience.  

TRUNSPORT adopts a collaborative and innovation-driven approach aimed at accelerating the 
development, validation, and deployment of advanced transport and mobility solutions. 
The programme promotes the integration of digital technologies, sustainable operational models, and 
user-centred innovation practices to address emerging transport sector needs and support Europe’s 
green and digital transition objectives.  

TRUNSPORT aspires to build an open, interoperable, and mission-oriented innovation ecosystem for 
transport and mobility, where SMEs, startups, research organisations, industry actors, and public 
authorities can jointly develop, test, and scale solutions. A central ambition is to bridge fragmented 
innovation efforts across Europe and enable faster pathways from research to deployment through 
structured cascade funding and real-world validation environments.  

 

TRUNSPORT’s Expected results and key innovation modules  

TRUNSPORT is structured around five interconnected innovation and impact modules that define 
the programme’s expected results and technological focus:  

(1) CSH – Connected & Smart Mobility / Systems for Humans.  A one-stop-shop platform designed 
to enhance cyber preparedness, protection, and resilience across transport infrastructures and 
OT/IT-based large industrial installations.  
  
TRUNSPORT’s CSH delivers three core support modules offering a broad spectrum of proactive 
cybersecurity services, including threat and vulnerability assessments, continuous risk monitoring, 
human-centric training, and cooperative incident response support. The modules are:   
 

• (2) Preparedness Support Services (PSS), able to provide threat and risk assessments 
(PSS-1), continuous risk monitoring (PSS-2), and comprehensive vulnerability testing (PSS-
3) for transport sector entities and OT/IT-based large industrial installations  
 
• (3) Human Shield Strategies (HSS), able to provide education, awareness, verification 
procedures, and information-sharing policies, strengthening infrastructure security and 
reinforcing human-centric defence strategies, and  
 
• (4) Mutual Assistance Support (MAS), able to foster collaboration and mutual 
support among transport sector entities and other OT/IT-based critical infrastructure 
sectors, strengthening collective cybersecurity resilience and threat intelligence sharing 
and coordinated response  

A key innovation of CSH is the (5) GenAI-supported Critical Infrastructure System Mapper (GenAI CIS 
Mapper), which enables users to easily visualise their OT/IT infrastructures, receive tailored 
cybersecurity recommendations, and evaluate their compliance with the NIS2 Directive and other 
regulatory requirements through a user-friendly interface.   
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Through these five modules, TRUNSPORT is expected to generate a coordinated set of innovation 
outcomes that collectively accelerate the transformation of the European transport sector.   

Ultimately, the programme aims to leave a legacy of scalable innovations, strengthened cross-border 
collaboration, and reusable technological and methodological building blocks that can be replicated 
across different transport contexts, contributing to a more resilient, efficient, and sustainable 
European mobility ecosystem.  

2 TRUNSPORT Open Call Programme (OCP) 

The TRUNSPORT Open Call Programme (OCP) is designed to extend the project’s impact beyond the 
core consortium by engaging external organisations from critical infrastructure sectors. Through 
financial support to third parties (FSTP), selected entities will test, validate, 
and demonstrate cybersecurity tools, methodologies and trainings activities within operational or 
simulated environments.  

The programme includes two Open Calls (2 Cycles):  

- Open Call 1: Focused on entities from the transport sector. Opens 30 July 2026  

- Open Call 2: Focused on organisations operating in other OT/IT-based critical infrastructure sectors.  

The two sequential Open Calls (Open Call 1 and Open Call 2) have been designed to progressively 
expand the adoption and validation of cybersecurity preparedness and resilience solutions across 
critical infrastructure sectors. 

Open Call 1 (OC1) will primarily target organisations operating in the NIS2 transport sectors, including 
road, rail, air and water transport, together with their associated operational technology (OT) 
environments. It will support pilot deployments, testing activities, and the validation of cybersecurity 
tools, technologies, and methodologies in operational or representative environments. 

Building on the experience and outcomes of OC1, Open Call 2 (OC2) will extend participation to 
organisations operating in additional OT/IT-based critical infrastructure sectors beyond transport. This 
broader scope will promote cross-sector collaboration, strengthen interoperability, and further 
validate the capabilities of the TRUNSPORT Cyber Security Hub across diverse critical infrastructure 
domains. 

 

The Open Call Programme foresees financial support to third parties through a competitive selection 
process. To do so, the project has allocated 2.520.000€ for an elaborate Financial Support to Third 
Party (FSTP) scheme that will support individual applicants and small consortia in the transport sector 
(Road, Rail, Air, Water) and other NIS2 Essential and Important entities. In both Open Call 1 & 2, at 
least 42 projects will be funded with up to 60.000€ (per project).  

The funding rate of the total project costs provided by TRUNSPORT is maximum 50% and applies to all 
types of individual applicants or consortium partners. An overview of the full TRUNSPORT Open Call 
Program is shown in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1: Overview of TRUNSPORT’s Open Call Programme 

2.1 TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 

The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 (OC1) is designed to support the adoption and validation of cybersecurity 
solutions within the transport sector. The Call will enable transport-related organisations to 
strengthen cyber preparedness, improve operational resilience, and test innovative cybersecurity 
technologies in operational or simulated environments.  

Key characteristics of Open Call 1 include:  

• Funding of 21 individual projects (max) 

• Maximum financial support of EUR 60.000 per project (co-financing minimum of   
50% of total project costs-applicants should co-finance with at least 50% of the total 
project costs)(Lumpsum Scheme)  

• Individual applicants and consortia  

• Total indicative Open Call 1 budget of EUR 1.260.000€ 

• Project implementation duration of 9 months for each selected project 

The Open Call 1 implementation framework is intended to ensure a balance between rapid 
deployment and meaningful operational validation, while also enabling the TRUNSPORT consortium 
to collect feedback, assess scalability potential, and support the wider adoption of cybersecurity 
resilience practices across the European transport ecosystem.  

2.2 TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 Purpose and Objectives 

Open Call 1 is designed as an entry point for external innovators to actively contribute to the 
TRUNSPORT ecosystem by developing, testing, and validating innovative solutions aligned with 
the programme’s strategic priorities. It serves as a key mechanism to extend the project’s innovation 
capacity beyond its core consortium, enabling the integration of new ideas, technologies, 
and expertise that can accelerate the overall impact of the programme.  

The primary purpose of Open Call 1 is to identify and support high-potential projects that 
can strengthen and complement the existing TRUNSPORT innovation framework. Through targeted 
cascade funding, the call aims to lower barriers for participation, particularly for SMEs, startups, and 
agile innovation actors, allowing them to engage in validation activities within a structured European 
innovation environment.  
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Open Call 1 specifically focuses on generating practical, scalable, and demonstrable solutions that 
contribute directly to the TRUNSPORT thematic areas. Selected projects are expected to advance 
technological readiness, improve system integration, and demonstrate clear pathways toward 
deployment and exploitation. Emphasis is placed on solutions that can be tested in relevant 
operational conditions and that provide measurable value in terms of performance, sustainability, 
efficiency, or user impact.  

Beyond technological development, Open Call 1 aims to foster collaboration across sectors and 
innovation communities. By bringing new actors into the ecosystem, the call strengthens knowledge 
exchange and promotes cross-fertilisation between disciplines such as digital technologies, mobility 
systems, artificial intelligence, and sustainability-driven transport solutions.  

A further objective of Open Call 1 is to accelerate the maturity of promising innovations towards 
market readiness. Projects are expected not only to validate technical feasibility but also to address 
aspects such as usability, scalability, interoperability, and potential integration into broader transport 
systems. This ensures that results are not isolated prototypes but components of a wider European 
innovation trajectory.  

Ultimately, Open Call 1 contributes to building a stronger, more open, and more connected European 
transport innovation landscape. It enables TRUNSPORT to expand its impact footprint, diversify its 
innovation portfolio, and generate tangible results that support the transition toward smarter, more 
sustainable, and more digitally enabled mobility systems.  

The Open Call 1 has five (5) overarching objectives:  
  

1. Support transport-sector organisations in improving their cyber preparedness and 
resilience against evolving cyber threats affecting both IT and OT environments through 
innovative cybersecurity tools, methodologies, and operational practices.  
 
2. Enhance cybersecurity awareness, skills, and operational readiness among transport 
operators, infrastructure managers, and personnel through human-centric approaches 
and training-oriented activities.  
 
3. Support real-life experimentation, pilot deployments, and validation activities within 
operational transport environments to assess the effectiveness and scalability of 
proposed solutions.  
 
4. Stimulate collaboration between transport operators, technology providers, SMEs, 
research organisations, public authorities, and cybersecurity experts to address shared 
cybersecurity challenges.  
 
5. Engage external transport-sector entities in the TRUNSPORT ecosystem and 
contribute to the refinement, validation, and broader uptake of the Cyber Security Hub 
services and tools.  

2.3 Who can Apply 

Applications may be submitted by transport systems operators, transport service 
providers, startups,  technology and digital providers, infrastructure managers,  IT solutions providers 
and integrators, logistics and freight transportation companies, consulting companies in the 
transportation and cybersecurity domains, and other related public sector 
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entities/organizations/authorities/stakeholders operating within the transport sectors (air, water, 
road, rail) ecosystem.  

Eligible applicants are SMEs, mid-caps, large companies, research centres (including universities), and 
public bodies that are registered and established in EU Member States (including overseas countries 
and territories (OCTs) and EEA countries (Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein). 
  
Please be aware that all topics of this call are subject to restrictions due to security, therefore entities 
must not be directly or indirectly controlled from a country that is not an eligible country. All 
entities will have to fill in and submit a declaration on ownership and control (OCD)1. Where required, 
applicants may be requested to demonstrate that they are not directly or indirectly controlled by 
entities from non-eligible third countries, in accordance with the applicable EU rules on ownership and 
control. 

Project proposals may be submitted either by a single entity (mono-beneficiary) or by a consortium of 
entities collaborating on a joint innovation project (multi-beneficiary). In the case of collaborative 
projects, entities can participate, being eligible to receive financial support under the eligibility 
conditions described in Section 2.8  

2.4 Challenges to be Addressed 

The transport sector is increasingly exposed to a wide range of cyber hazards that can affect various 
aspects of its operation, safety, efficiency, and service continuity. As transportation systems become 
more digitalized and interconnected, cyber threats can target critical infrastructure, communication 
networks, traffic management systems, operational technologies, data platforms, and user-facing 
services, potentially leading to service disruptions, safety risks, economic losses, and reduced public 
trust. These challenges are relevant across all modes of transport, including road, rail, aviation, 
maritime, and multimodal transport systems.  

Therefore, the examples presented below highlight representative cybersecurity challenges within the 
transport domain, for which the Open Calls aim to support the development, testing, and validation 
of innovative solutions capable of enhancing cyber resilience and mitigating the impacts of such 
threats.  

2.4.1 Air Transport Domain 

1. Boarding Pass Validation:  
Attackers compromise boarding pass readers, checkpoint edge devices, or validation systems to 
manipulate scan events, alter validation requests, or bypass authentication mechanisms, resulting in 
unauthorized access through security checkpoints and disruption of airport screening operations.  
 

2. Manipulation of biometric passenger identification systems:  
Attackers compromise biometric e-gates, facial recognition engines, or identity verification databases 
to allow unauthorized passengers to bypass identity checks or block legitimate travellers, resulting in 
security breaches and operational disruption.  
 

3. Manipulation of CCTV surveillance systems for physical security evasion:  
Attackers compromise CCTV cameras, video management systems, or communication links to disable 
surveillance, manipulate video feeds, or conceal malicious activities, resulting in reduced situational 
awareness and increased risk of unauthorized physical intrusion.  
 

 
1 Except for entities that are validated as public bodies by the Central Validation Service. 
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4. Manipulation of baggage handling systems:  
Attackers target baggage handling components such as programmable logic controllers (PLCs), 
sensors, or control servers to manipulate routing logic or operational data, resulting in baggage 
misrouting, congestion, delays, or disruption of airport operations.  
 

5. Manipulation of X-ray screening systems for baggage inspection:  
Attackers compromise X-ray scanners, image processing software, or AI-based detection models to 
conceal prohibited items or generate excessive false alarms, resulting in degraded security screening 
effectiveness and operational inefficiencies.  
 

6. Unauthorized access to restricted airport areas through access control system breaches:  
Attackers compromise digital access control systems, authentication services, or credential 
management platforms to gain unauthorized access to restricted airport facilities, resulting in 
increased physical security and safety risks.  
 

7. Cyber-induced disruption of airport core IT services:  
Attackers target critical airport IT systems such as check-in, ticketing, flight scheduling, or operational 
coordination platforms, resulting in service outages, passenger disruption, and cascading operational 
impacts across the aviation ecosystem.  
 

8. AI-assisted deepfake social engineering attacks on airport operations:  
Attackers use AI-generated voice or video deepfakes to impersonate airport personnel or executives 
and manipulate staff into granting unauthorized access, bypassing procedures, or disclosing sensitive 
information, resulting in operational and security risks.  
 

9. Manipulation of passenger information display systems:  
Attackers compromise airport passenger information systems and alter displayed information such as 
departure times, gate assignments, destinations, or flight numbers, resulting in passenger confusion, 
operational disruption, and reduced trust in airport services.  

2.4.2 Road Transportation Domain 

1. Manipulation of Variable Message Signs (VMS):  
Attackers compromise traffic management systems or roadside infrastructure to alter warnings, 
guidance, or traffic information displayed on VMS, resulting in driver misinformation, unsafe routing 
decisions, and increased congestion.  
 

2. Cyberattacks on electronic toll collection systems:  
Attackers manipulate toll payment platforms, vehicle classification systems, or customer account data 
to enable fraud, incorrect billing, or toll evasion, resulting in revenue loss, operational disruption, and 
reduced user trust.  
 

3. Manipulation of traffic signal control systems:  
Attackers compromise traffic controllers or signal coordination systems to alter signal timings, disable 
controllers, or create conflicting signal phases, resulting in congestion, unsafe traffic conditions, and 
increased accident risk.  
 

4. Manipulation of traffic monitoring and measuring equipment:  
Attackers interfere with loops, cameras, radars, Bluetooth/Wi-Fi sensors, or traffic counters to 
manipulate traffic data or block measurements, resulting in inaccurate traffic estimation and degraded 
traffic management performance.  
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5. Manipulation of crowdsourced navigation and incident-reporting platforms:  
Attackers inject false reports of crashes, hazards, congestion, or road closures into navigation 
platforms, resulting in unnecessary rerouting, increased congestion, and reduced reliability of traveller 
information services.  
 

6. Cyberattacks on Cooperative Intelligent Transportation Systems (C-ITS):  
Attackers spoof, jam, or compromise roadside units, vehicle-to-infrastructure communications, or 
security certificates used in connected vehicle ecosystems, resulting in false traffic information, 
degraded coordination, and increased safety risks.  
 

7. Cyberattacks on electromobility infrastructure and charging systems:  
Attackers compromise electric vehicle charging stations, backend management platforms, or 
communication interfaces to disrupt charging operations, manipulate billing transactions, or affect 
mobility service availability.  
 

8. Cyberattacks on transport data exchange infrastructures:  
Attackers target ITS data exchange infrastructures, National Access Points, or mobility data platforms 
to manipulate, disrupt, or block real-time transport data flows, resulting in degraded service 
coordination and reduced data reliability.  
 

9. Manipulation of parking guidance systems:  
Attackers compromise parking management platforms or availability display systems to provide false 
parking information, resulting in driver confusion, inefficient routing, and increased urban congestion.  
 

10. Cyberattacks on tunnel control systems:  
Attackers compromise tunnel ventilation, lighting, lane-control signs, barriers, fire detection systems, 
or incident-management platforms, resulting in safety risks, delayed emergency response, and traffic 
disruption.  
 

11. Manipulation of incident and violation detection systems:  
Attackers disable or manipulate automatic incident detection systems, camera analytics, or 
enforcement platforms, resulting in delayed response to incidents, increased congestion duration, and 
reduced road safety.  
 

12. Manipulation of traffic management plans and strategy libraries:  
Attackers modify, delete, or replace predefined traffic management plans and operational strategies, 
resulting in ineffective crisis response, overloaded road networks, and inefficient traffic coordination.  
 

13. Cyberattacks on inter-TMC coordination systems:  
Attackers disrupt communication or data exchange between neighbouring Traffic Management 
Centres (TMCs), resulting in conflicting traffic management strategies and ineffective handling of 
regional or cross-border incidents.  
 

14. Manipulation of emergency vehicle priority systems:  
Attackers spoof or manipulate priority requests for emergency vehicles such as ambulances, fire 
trucks, or police vehicles, resulting in delayed emergency response or unauthorized traffic priority.  
 

15. Manipulation of connected and automated vehicle ecosystems:  
Attackers compromise high-definition map layers, cooperative perception messages, or connected 
vehicle communication channels to inject false hazard or object information, resulting in unsafe 
automated driving behaviour and increased safety risks.  
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2.4.3 Public and Multimodal Transport Domain 

1. Manipulation of public transport signal priority systems:  
Attackers spoof, block, or manipulate bus or tram signal priority requests, resulting in service delays, 
unreliable schedules, and disruptions to urban traffic operations.  
 

2. Manipulation of smart ticketing and fare collection systems:  
Attackers compromise validators, ticketing back-office systems, QR-code verification services, or 
mobile ticketing applications to enable fraudulent travel, manipulate fares, or disrupt passenger 
access and revenue collection processes.  
 

3. Manipulation of real-time passenger information systems:  
Attackers compromise passenger information displays, journey planners, or mobile applications to 
provide false arrival times, incorrect platform information, or fake disruption alerts, resulting in 
passenger confusion and overcrowding.  
 

4. False emergency and evacuation alerts in stations and vehicles:  
Attackers manipulate public announcement systems, emergency notification platforms, or mobile 
alert systems to trigger false evacuation or emergency messages, resulting in panic, crowd disruption, 
and unnecessary service interruptions.  

2.4.4 Rail Transport Domain 

1. Cyberattacks on rail-road level crossing systems:  
Attackers compromise warning systems, barriers, sensors, or monitoring platforms at rail-road 
crossings, resulting in increased collision risk between trains and road vehicles.  
 

2. Manipulation of rail passenger information systems:  
Attackers alter train destinations, departure times, platform assignments, or disruption 
announcements displayed at stations or onboard trains, resulting in passenger confusion, 
overcrowding, and operational disorder.  
 

3. Cyberattacks on European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS) communications:  
Attackers spoof, jam, or manipulate train-to-trackside communication channels used by ERTMS, 
potentially affecting train authorization, speed supervision, and movement control operations.  
 

4. Communication spoofing or jamming between trains, stations, and control centers:  
Attackers disrupt or manipulate railway communication channels between operational entities, 
resulting in degraded coordination, delayed train movements, and increased operational and safety 
risks.  
5. Manipulation of digital rail maps and positioning systems:  
Attackers compromise digital track databases, positioning systems, or operational map layers used in 
automated or assisted train operations, resulting in navigation errors and operational disruption.  

2.4.5 Maritime an Inland Waterways Domain 

1. Manipulation of vessel navigation systems (GPS/AIS spoofing):  
Attackers manipulate AIS signals, GNSS/GPS positioning data, or navigation systems to display false 
vessel locations, phantom vessels, or misleading navigational information, resulting in navigational 
and collision risks.  
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2. Cyberattacks on Vessel Traffic Management and Information Systems (VTMIS):  
Attackers compromise maritime traffic management platforms and monitoring systems, resulting in 
disrupted vessel coordination, degraded situational awareness, and increased maritime safety risks.  
 

3. Manipulation of port terminal operating systems (TOS):  
Attackers compromise terminal management systems responsible for cargo handling, yard 
operations, or vessel scheduling, resulting in cargo misplacement, operational delays, 
and logistics disruption.  
 

4. Compromise of smart port access control systems:  
Attackers compromise digital access control and identity management systems to gain unauthorized 
access to restricted port facilities, terminals, or operational control rooms, resulting in increased 
physical and operational security risks.  
 

5. Cyberattacks on shipboard OT systems:  
Attackers target propulsion control, ballast water management, engine monitoring, or onboard power 
management systems, resulting in degraded vessel maneuverability, stability, or operational safety.  
 

6. Manipulation of cargo tracking and logistics platforms:  
Attackers alter cargo manifests, tracking information, customs documentation, or logistics records, 
resulting in cargo theft, fraud, smuggling, or supply-chain disruption.  
 

7. Cyberattacks on lock and bridge control systems in inland waterways:  
Attackers compromise control systems managing locks, movable bridges, water gates, or river traffic 
coordination systems, resulting in navigation disruption, waterway blockage, or safety incidents.  
 

8. Manipulation of environmental and hydrological monitoring systems:  
Attackers manipulate weather, tide, current, or water-level monitoring systems used for maritime 
navigation and waterway management, resulting in inaccurate operational decisions and increased 
navigational risks.  

2.5 Expected Outcomes 

The expected outcomes of the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 selected projects include but are not limited 
to:  

1. All selected projects are expected to address at least one of the transport-specific cyber 
challenges mentioned in Section 2.4, validate their approach in an operational, simulated, 
virtualised or cyber-range environment, and provide evidence of the results achieved.  
 

2. Applicants are expected to develop, configure, integrate cybersecurity solutions that 
improve the ability to prevent, identify, assess and/or mitigate cyber threats affecting 
transport systems and services.   

 

3. Projects should demonstrate measurable improvements against a defined baseline, such 
as enhanced visibility of critical assets, increased detection coverage, reduced exposure, 
improved identification of vulnerabilities, and improved effectiveness of mitigation 
measures.  

 

4. Applicants are expected to demonstrate how the proposed solution 
or methodology contributes to the continuity, resilience and safe operation of transport 
systems and services during or in the aftermath of cyber incidents. Expected results may 
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include validated incident-response procedures, cyber crisis management plans, recovery 
and restoration workflows, business-continuity controls, fail-safe operational procedures, 
or tested scenarios for maintainingessential transport functions under cyber disruption.  

 

5. Applicants are expected to strengthen the cyber awareness, preparedness and 
operational readiness of staff whose roles affect the security and continuity of transport 
operations. Expected outcomes may include structured training materials, awareness 
campaigns, phishing and social-engineering simulations, improved identity and access-
management practices, secure operational procedures, verification processes, and 
measurable improvements in staff knowledge, readiness and reporting behaviour.  

 

6. Applicants are expected to demonstrate how their solution, service 
or methodology could be integrated into relevant transport-sector IT and/or OT 
environments. Expected results may include documented integration architectures, APIs, 
data models, interoperability specifications, compatibility with cybersecurity platforms 
and workflows, and use of open or widely adopted standards for information exchange.   

 

7. Applicants are expected to demonstrate the potential for uptake, sustainability and 
transferability of their results across other transport organisations, transport modes or 
related critical-infrastructure sectors. Expected outcomes may include an exploitation or 
adoption roadmap, scalability assessment, implementation guidance, reusable technical 
components, documented good practices, and recommendations for improving 
TRUNSPORT services and tools.  

 

2.6 Cybersecurity Tools and Activities 

The indicative typology of cybersecurity solutions and tools to be developed or used, either in physical 

(real-world) or simulated environments (e.g. digital twins), is provided below.  
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Cybersecurity domain  Example tools/methods  Indicative capabilities  Lifecycle coverage  Related CSH module  

Governance, Risk & 
Cybersecurity 
Management  

GRC platforms, 
compliance tools, risk 
assessment platforms, 
threat modeling tools, 
business continuity tools  

NIS2 / ISO27001 / 
ISO22301 compliance assessment &gap 
analysis, customized risk & 
threat scenariosassessment, mitigation 
planning, cyber maturity evaluation  

Governance / Prevention  PSS-1 Threat and Risk 
Assessment Services  

Continuous Risk 
Monitoring, Exposure 
& Asset Management  

Attack surface 
management tools, asset 
discovery tools, CMDB, 
SIEM, log analytics, CTI 
feeds  

Continuous attack surface monitoring, 
asset and vulnerability monitoring, 
exposure analysis, alerting, IT/OT 
visibility  

Prevention / Detection  PSS-2 Risk Monitoring Service  

Vulnerability Testing, 
Penetration Testing & 
Cyber Exercises  

Penetration testing tools, 
vulnerability scanners, 
BAS tools, cyber ranges, 
red/blue team platforms, 
patch management tools  

Penetration testing, vulnerability 
validation, attack simulation, cyber-
range exercises, remediation 
prioritization, testing of 
networks, focusing on cloud ICS and 
IoT assets  

Preparedness / Prevention / Detection  PSS-3 Vulnerability Testing 
Lab  

Training & Awareness: 
Human-Centric 
Cybersecurity, Identity, 
Access, Policy & 
Human Verification  

   

LMS platforms, phishing 
simulation tools, cyber 
academies, social 
engineering 
simulators, focusing on 
IAM, PAM, MFA, SSO, 
RBAC, Zero Trust tools, 
policy management 
systems, and secure 
collaboration tools  

  

Cyber hygiene training, phishing 
awareness, social engineering 
preparedness, role-based training, 
workforce resilience, operational 
readiness, Access governance, identity 
lifecycle management, privileged 
access protection, secure 
authentication, verification 
procedures, information-sharing 
policies, insider-risk reduction  

Preparedness / Governance  HSS-1 Education & Awareness 
Training, HSS-2 Policies, 
Procedures & Human Shield 
Strategies  

  

Threat Detection 
& Intelligence Sharing    

MISP, OpenCTI, CTI 
platforms, threat feeds, 
SOC collaboration 

Threat intelligence exchange, cross-
border situational awareness, threat 
correlation, collaborative analysis, 

Detection /Enrichment/ Sharing / 
Response  

MAS-1 Cyber Threat 
Intelligence Sharing Network  
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platforms, information-
sharing tools  

early warning, sharing of indicators of 
compromise  

Incident Response, 
Recovery & Mutual 
Assistance  

SOAR platforms, DFIR 
tools, incident response 
and case management 
platforms, crisis 
management solutions, 
collaborative response 
platforms, 
playbook repositories and 
orchestration 
frameworks.  

Coordinated incident response, digital 
forensic investigation, cyber crisis 
management, recovery planning and 
coordination, operational continuity 
support, collaborative response 
workflows, incident playbook 
development and sharing, 
mutual assistancecoordination.  

Response / Recovery  MAS-2 Cyber Resilience 
Assistance  

NIS2 benchmarking, 
Best Practices & 
Cybersecurity 
Guidance  

NIS2 benchmarking 
methodologies, 
compliance assessment 
tools, architecture review 
methods, 
protocol/security 
configuration guidelines, 
best-practice 
repositories, sector-
specific checklists  

Benchmarking of tools, endpoints, 
software solutions, architectures and 
protocols against NIS2 
requirements,identification of 
compliance gaps, recommendation of 
best practices for secure design, 
configuration, integration and 
operation in IT/OT transport 
environments  

Governance/preparedness/prevention  PSS-1 Threat and Risk 
Assessment Services / GenAI-
supported CIS Mapper  
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2.7 Requirements 

Applicants should demonstrate how their proposed solution(s), service(s), methodology(ies), and 

training programme(s), contribute(s) to one or more of the TRUNSPORT Cyber Support Hub (CSH) 

modules (PSS, HSS, MAS) and supports the objectives of Open Call 1. Solutions may be validated in 

operational, simulated, virtualised, or cyber-range environments.  

2.7.1 Technical Solution & Interoperability Requirements 

The proposed solution(s) should ensure interoperability through documented RESTful APIs and 
support widely adopted cybersecurity standards and data formats.   
 

• Support RESTful APIs for interoperability and data exchange.  
 

• Support common cybersecurity data formats and standards, such as JSON, STIX 2.1, STIX-
CACAO, where applicable.  
 

• Be deployable in virtualised, cloud-based, containerised (e.g., Docker) or on-premises 
environments.   
 

• Demonstrate compatibility with modern IT and/or OT infrastructures.  
 

• Applicants are encouraged to leverage open-source cybersecurity solutions and frameworks 
where appropriate. Examples include Wazuh, Kali Linux, MISP, OpenCTI, Suricata, etc.  
 

• Commercial solutions can be accepted after review adhering to standards, protocols and 
principles defined by TRUNSPORT project.  
 

• Ability to exchange cyber threat intelligence and cybersecurity information with external 
systems.   
 

• Ability to integrate with orchestration, automation, incident response, or risk monitoring 
workflows.  
 

• Support for open standards and vendor-neutral integration approaches.  
 

• Ability to export and import data through documented APIs.   

2.7.2 Required Reporting/Documentation 

The following three deliverables are expected to be submitted by the projects funded under the 
TRUNSPORT Open Call 1.  
 

• Deliverable 1: Description and planning report (delivery at Month 1)  
o Solution overview and final description   
o Addressed use cases  
o Technical architecture  
o Mapping to Open Call objectives  
o Integration approach  
o A validation plan describing testing activities in operational or simulated 
environments  
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o KPIs and expected outcomes  
o Timeline of planned activities   

  
• Deliverable 2: Intermediate progress report (delivery at Month 4)  

o Technical/integration activities performed  
o Preliminary testing outcomes  

  
• Deliverable 3: Implementation and validation report (delivery at Month 9)  

o Technical/integration activities performed   
o Final testing outcomes (software, supporting material, etc.)  
o Lessons learned & added value proposition for TRUNSPORT CSH  
o Scalability and applicability to transport or other critical infrastructure 
sectors.   
o Sustainability and exploitation considerations.  
o Validation against KPIs defined  

2.7.3 Other Obligations 

• Participation in the kick-off meeting (on-line)  
• Participation in webinars/workshops organised by the TRUNSPORT consortium (see section 
5.1.2).  
• Provision of progress-related feedback to TRUNSPORT consortium experts.  
• Participation in-person in the Spotlight Demo Day of Open Call 1 in Thessaloniki 
to demonstrate the functionality of the developed solution(s), 
service(s), methodology(ies), and/or training programme(s). The Demo Day will take place 
towards the end of the implementation period at a date that will be announced by the 
TRUNSPORT consortium.  

2.8 Eligibility Criteria 

Applicants must meet all the following criteria:  

• Applicants must be legal entities (public or private bodies).  
  

• Applicants must be established in one of the eligible countries i.e.  
 

o EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)   
o EEA countries (Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein)  

  
• Applicants should operate within the transport sector or provide services directly 
related to transport infrastructures.   
 
• Applicants should have a PIC number in the Funding and Tenders portal. 

 

• Only one proposal per applicant will be accepted in the open call.   

  
• Applicants participating in several proposals, within the same call, will make all the 

proposals they are in, not eligible.   

  
• Each applicant can receive up to €60.000 total funding (it can participate in different 
calls but cannot exceed the maximum grant).  

  

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/eu-countries_en
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• Applicants must comply with applicable, ethics and data protection requirements.   
  

• Applicants must avoid conflicts of interest and comply with EU financial and 
transparency rules2 . 

  
• Existing members of the TRUNSPORT project and their affiliated entities are not 
eligible for the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1.  

  
• The proposal and supporting documents are submitted before the deadline and 
follow the submission procedure described in Section 3.1.  

  
• Proposals shall only ask for funding for that part of the work that is not 
yet accomplished and will be carried out after having been selected for funding. Of course, 
this does not exclude the usage of e.g., results, Intellectual Property (IP), infrastructures 
or approaches already held by the applicants.  

  
The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 team reserves the right to ask for additional explanations from the 
applicants during the eligibility check.  
  

   
Applicants must not:   
   

• Be bankrupt, under liquidation, or considered an “enterprise in difficulty” within the 
meaning of Regulation (EU) No 651/20144.   

  
•  Have been convicted of fraud, financial irregularities or illegal business practices.   

  
• Be subject to exclusion from EU funding or to double funding restrictions under 
applicable EU regulations.   

   
Applicants are responsible for ensuring that their organization meets all eligibility requirements 
before submitting a proposal.  

2.9 Submission Procedure 

Applications for the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 will be submitted digitally through the F6S Platform 
(www.f6s.com/trunsport-open-call-1). Interested parties should visit the TRUNSPORT website 
(https://trunsport.eu) and the Frequently Asked Questions of TRUNSPORT’s website for updates. 
Submissions received through any other channel will be automatically discarded.   

 Documents required in subsequent phases will be submitted  via email at opencall1@trunsport.eu.   

 In case multiple versions of the same application are submitted, only the last version will be evaluated. 
All previous versions will be discarded.   

Throughout the entire process, the confidentiality of applicants' identities and the contents of the 
proposals will be rigorously upheld.    

By applying to TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 applicants automatically accept the terms and conditions of 
the Open Call 1 as described in the Open Call 1 kit.  

 
2https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/protection-eu-budget/conflict-
interest_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

http://www.f6s.com/trunsport-open-call-1
https://trunsport.eu/open-calls/
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2.10  Timeline 

The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 will be implemented according to the following timeline:  

 

Figure 2: Open Call 1 Timeline 

  
1) Application phase  
Open call 1 launch and submission of project proposals: 30th July 2026   
  
2) Deadline  
Deadline for applications: 30th October 2026, 17:00 Brussels time  
  
3) Evaluation phase  
Evaluations by experts: November 2026 to December 2026  
  
4) Selection and Contracting phase  
Final communication to beneficiaries and contracts signatures: December 2026  
  
5) Implementation-Monitoring phase  
The period of eligibility for project activities corresponds to the project implementation period defined 
in the Funding Agreement with beneficiaries. Activities carried out before the official start date or 
after the end date will not be considered eligible.  

2.11  Language 

English is the official language of the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1. Applications submitted in any 

other language will not be evaluated. English is also the only official language throughout the entire 

implementation of the TRUNSPORT project. This means all requested documents/deliverables/reports 

etc. and communications must be submitted in English.  
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Official documents, such as the proof of the legal existence of the applicant may be submitted in the 

original language, however if it is deemed essential to facilitate the eligibility check, applicants may be 

requested to provide additional documentation (i.e., translation of an official document into English) 

in a timely manner.  

2.12  Documentation Format 

All documents requested during the application process must be submitted electronically in PDF 
format without restrictions for printing. The structure of the provided proposal template must be 
followed when preparing the proposal and should not exceed the limit of words indicated in the 
application form. This includes all relevant tables, figures and references. Excess words will not be 
considered during the evaluation of the proposal.   

The reference font for the body text of applications is Arial and the minimum font size allowed is 9 
points. Paragraph spacing of 6 pts and a minimum of single line spacing is to be used. This applies to 
the body text, including text in tables. Text elements other than the body text, such as headers, 
foot/end notes, captions, formula's, may deviate, but must be legible. The page size is A4, and all 
margins (top, bottom, left, right) must be at least 15 mm (not including any footers or headers).    

Applications that do not comply with these requirements will be automatically excluded from 
evaluation as non-eligible. 

2.13  Origin of Funds 

All sub-grantees will sign a Sub-grant Agreement with INCITES Consulting (INC), the Open Call 
manager/treasurer. The funds provided to the Sub-grant Agreement originate from the funds of the 
European Project TRUNSPORT which is funded by the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre 
(ECCC) under the Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07) Grant 
Agreement Number 101249577, and remain therefore, property of the EU until the balance is paid, 
whose management rights have been transferred to the project partners of TRUNSPORT. This 
relation between the sub-grantees and the ECCC through the TRUNSPORT project carries a set of 
obligations to the sub-grantees with the ECCC. It is the responsibility of the sub-grantees to fulfil these, 
and of the TRUNSPORT project to inform them on these. More details on the obligations of sub-
grantees can be found in Section 5: Applicant’s Responsibilities. 

 

3 Proposal Submission and Selection 

3.1 Proposal Submission 

Both single applicants and consortia may apply for the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1. All applicants must 
meet the eligibility criteria described in this chapter.  

The submission process for single applicants or consortia of partners is outlined in the following table.  
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Table 1: Submission Process 

Submission and 
required 
documents  

For Single applicants  For consortia  

Submission process 
on  
the F6S platform  
(application form 
and  
budget table)  

The registration to the platform and 
submission is made by the single 
applicant  
  

The registration to the platform  
and submission is made by the  
lead partner of the consortium  
  

Declaration of 
Honour   
  

The document must be filled in  
appropriately, signed by the  
single applicant's legal  
representative and stamped  
(with the institution’s stamp if  
applicable).  

The document must be filled in  
appropriately, signed by each  
consortium partner’s legal  
representative and stamped  
(with the institution’s stamp if  
applicable). Partners’ scanned  
documents are then merged in  
one pdf file and uploaded as one  
pdf file.  

Ownership Control 
Declaration (OCD)  

The applicant submits one OCD 
covering its own legal entity. The 
declaration should be signed by an 
authorized representative and, 
where requested, supported by 
information on its ownership and 
control structure.  

Each consortium member should 
complete and sign its own OCD. The 
declaration concerns the ownership and 
control of each individual legal entity, not 
the consortium as a 
whole. Partners’ scanned  
documents are then merged in  
one pdf file and uploaded as one  
pdf file.  
  

SME declaration  
(Submitted only by 
SMEs  
and declares that 
the  
Applicants are 
SMEs  
according to EC  
standards)  
  

In case the single applicant is an  
SME, the document must be  
filled in appropriately, signed  
by SMEs’ legal representatives  
and stamped with the SMEs  
stamp (if applicable).  
  

In case the consortia include  
SMEs, the document must be  
filled in appropriately, signed by  
SMEs’ legal representatives and  
stamped with the SMEs stamp  
(if applicable). If more than one  
partner is an SME, the scanned  
documents are then merged and  
uploaded as one pdf file.  

Consortium  
Declaration  
  

Not Applicable  The document must be filled in  
appropriately, signed by each  
partner’s legal representative  
and stamped (with the  
institution’s stamp if applicable),  
scanned, merged in one pdf file  
and uploaded as one pdf file  
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Important: As a rule, all documents that are required to bear stamps3 and signatures must be signed 
by the legal representatives of the consortia parties. In the case of parties coming from a country 
where the use of stamps is not mandatory, it is necessary to provide relevant justification4 documents 
in English. E-signatures are also acceptable and in this case the use of a stamp is 
not required. PadES and CadES are acceptable e-signature formats for the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1.   
  
Annex 7 - Bank account information of the OC 1 kit will be submitted during the contracting phase by 
selected applicants (single applicants or all consortia members). The payments will be made 
directly from the TRUNSPORT Open Call treasurer. In case of consortia, the payments will be made 
separately to each partner in the consortium.  
  
The Sub-grant Agreement for TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 (indicative model given as an Annex 8), will be 
sent to selected applicants following the evaluation phase. In case of consortia, the Sub-grant 
Agreement will be signed by the lead partner of the consortium.  

3.2 Open Call Publication 

The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 has been published on the Funding and Tenders portal as well as on the 
TRUNSPORT website (www.trunsport.eu) on July 30th 2026 and it will remain open until 17:00 
CEST October 30th, 2026.  
  
The Open Call 1 is supported by the Open Call 1 Kit, comprised of:  

• Open Call text: providing the scope and objectives of the open call  
• Applicant’s guide: present document  
• Proposal template: a word document to be completed by the applicant, saved 

and submitted as .pdf in the application phase.  
• Declaration of Honour (DoH): confirmation of the ability of all parties to execute the sub-

project (if selected), exclusion of conflict of interest, etc. (signed by all parties in case of 
consortia and submitted as .pdf in the submission phase).  

• Budget table  
• SME Declaration: a declaration on the information relating to the qualification of an 

enterprise as an SME. (only required for SMEs)  
• Ownership Control Declaration (OCD): must be completed by each participating legal entity. 

The declaration is used to verify compliance with the applicable DEP ownership and 
control requirements.  

• Proof of legal existence: For private entities (NGOs, etc.), any official document from the 
respective registration authority or any official document as proof of their legal 
existence at the moment of application is acceptable.  

• Bank account information template: A document requesting the necessary bank account 
information for payment transfer (only applicable to successful applicants during the 
contracting stage, not to be included in the submission phase).  

• Model sub-grant agreement: An indicative sub-grant agreement contract, as a reference for 
applicants. The final official document will be shared with successful applicants during the 
contracting phase.  

  
Applicants should check the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section of TRUNSPORT’s web 
site regularly for updated answers to questions asked by other applicants.  

 
3 For official documents, a stamp is used to imprint the official logo or name of a company onto documents or 
certificates. In some countries this is NOT a legal requirement. 
4 Justification should come from official government sources and could include the official document with the 
decision, or a quote from the relevant government sources with a valid link. 

http://www.trunsport.eu/
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Only proposals that comply with these criteria are eligible to move on to the evaluation round.  

3.3 Types of Applicants 

The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 is open to entities from countries eligible for DEP funding. A legal entity 
is a registered individual, business or organization that is legally permitted to enter into a contract, 
own property, sue or be sued and be held accountable for its actions.  
  
The TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 is open on equal grounds to the following types of 
technical, educational and scientific entities:  
  

• transport systems operators,   
• transport service providers,   
• startups,   
• SMEs,   
• technology and digital providers,   
• infrastructure managers,   
• research organisations,   
• NGOs,    
• ITs solutions providers and integrators, logistics and freight transportation 
companies, consulting companies in the transportation and cybersecurity domains,   
• any other related public sector entities/organizations/authorities/eligible 
stakeholders interested in contributing innovative solutions aligned with 
the programme’s vision and impact goals.  

3.4 Eligible Costs 

The TRUNSPORT project follows the guidelines of the Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL) in terms of 
cost eligibility for financing within its open calls. Payments will follow the ‘’General eligibility conditions 
for lump sum costs’’ according to the Digital Europe Programme: DEP MGA — General Model Grant 
Agreement5: Version 1.0 01 November 2024 and specifically Article 5 and 6.   

Each selected organization or consortium will receive the funding on a lump sum basis. To justify the 
lump sum, applicants need to provide a detailed explanation with cost estimations. The cost 
estimations are subject to the basic eligibility rules of Digital Europe Programme, that is the proposed 
budget may be adjusted to exclude costs that are deemed ineligible. If the evaluators find 
overestimated costs, this is recorded in the Evaluation Summary Report (ESR) and will be reflected in 
a modified lump sum amount in the sub - grant agreement. If the sub-grantee does not agree with the 
amount of the grant offered, they are at liberty to withdraw their proposal.  

 

The following cost categories are considered eligible:  

 

1. Personnel costs – Costs of the personnel realising the work and preparing 
the deliverables/reports for each of the 3 phases. Calculate personnel costs according to 
the rules and regulations of your country and real labor market data regarding the relevant 

 
5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/digital/agr-contr/mga_dep_en.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/digital/agr-contr/mga_dep_en.pdf
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positions. For the proposal template, only the final amount allocated to personnel costs is 
necessary. Personnel costs are considered direct costs and can’t be managed as indirect costs.  

2. Travel costs – Travel costs necessary for the execution of the sub-project. This includes travel 
for meetings with TRUNSPORT activities and event/conferences associated with the project.  

  

3. Equipment costs – Software, hardware, and data justified for the needs of the project 
implementation.  

  

4. Other goods & services – Other goods and services include, for instance, access to and use of 
infrastructure justified for the needs of the project.  

  

5. Subcontracting - Subcontract of services which must be (i) defined in their application; (ii) aligned 
with the purpose of the project; (iii) not delivered by TRUNSPORT partnership.   

Costs must be reasonable and comply with the principle of sound  financial management. 
Coordination tasks cannot be subcontracted. The beneficiaries must ensure that the subcontracted 
work is performed in the eligible countries or target countries set out in the call conditions   

You should ensure that there are sufficient details for: the action tasks, the estimated budget, the 
procedure that will be followed to ensure best value-for-money. Any kind of organisation could be 
subcontracted, provided that they are not part of the TRUNSPORT consortium. The evaluators will 
assess the scope and value-for-money aspects of subcontracting, and their assessment will be 
reflected in the score of each proposal. Subcontracting is allowed for up to a maximum of 25% of the 
proposed budget when properly justified. When submitting the proposal applicants should only write 
the total amount for subcontracting. Selected applicants should follow the standards for 
subcontracting set by the Digital Europe Programme, ensuring best value for money and absence of 
conflict of interest, during the project implementation.   

 

6. Audio/visual products and other communication activities related to the project. 

   

7. Promotion of services and TRUNSPORT project.  

  

8. Indirect costs - Indirect costs (overheads) could be up to 7% of the direct cost. Subcontracting 
is not included in indirect cost calculation.  

Applications should include the costs associated with each partner (in the case of consortia). The 
budget must be filled in for each proposal using the excel template available in the Open Call 1 kit. 
Applicants will then save the excel sheet as pdf and upload it on the platform.  

Applicants should explain and justify6 the budget (for each budget category separately). For personnel 
costs, indicate the number of person months, and link such personnel effort to the contents (tasks, 
goals) of the proposal. If Applicants use subcontracting, they must justify it and specify the role of 
subcontractor.  

 
6 Budget justification means provide an explanation as to what the budget will go towards and why this cost is 
necessary 
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Important:  

In terms of financial monitoring of the sub-project’s implementation, no financial justification is 
required by the project, however the Subgrantee shall keep the originals or, in exceptional cases, duly 
authenticated copies – including electronic copies – of all documents relating to the Contract for at 
least three years after final payment. These shall be made available to the EC when requested during 
any audit under the Grant Agreement.  

3.5 Application Process 

Applicants should follow the following steps:  

Table 2: Application Process Steps 

Step  Description  

1. Read the Open 
Call 1 Kit  

All of the necessary information and documents are available for the 
TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 page of the TRUNSPORT website 
(www.trunsport.eu).  

2. Register  on 
the F6S platform  

Applicants should register at the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 page of the F6S 
Platform (https://www.f6s.com/trunsport-open-call-1). Only individuals 
registered on the portal will be able to submit an application either on their 
own (single applicants) or as the Lead partner of a consortium.  

3. Submit all  
documents  
online and  
agree to the  
terms and  
conditions  
  

The submission procedure is described in section 3.1.  Proposal submission 
for single applicants or consortia.  
  
Documents to be submitted include:  

• Proposal template (pdf)   

• Budget template (pdf)   

• Declaration of honour (pdf)   

• OCD Declaration (pdf)  

• Consortium declaration (pdf)- only for consortia  

• SME declaration. Only for SMEs. 

• For private entities (other than SME) proof of legal existence 
  
  
Applicants that do not accept the terms and conditions and do not upload 
all required documents will be automatically ineligible. Late submission will 
not be accepted.  
  
  

In case Applicants have any technical difficulties, they should contact the TRUNSPORT Open 
Call team via the email address opencall1@trunsport.eu until October 26, 2026 at 17:00 CEST.  

 

It is strongly recommended for applicants not to wait until the last minute to submit their application. 
Failure of the application to arrive in time for any reason, including network communications delays 
or working from multiple browsers or multiple browser windows, is not acceptable as an extenuating 
circumstance. The time of receipt of the application as recorded by the submission system will be 
definitive.  
  

http://www.trunsport.eu/
https://www.f6s.com/trunsport-open-call-1
mailto:xxxx@trunsport.eu
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Technical issues may occur with large documents in different formats. The TRUNSPORT project does 
not bear responsibility for technical problems at any stage. Make sure to check and test upload on 
time.  

3.5.1 Interview 

Short listed applicants will be invited for a final assessment to better understand project concept, team 

skills & competence, capacity, and willingness to exploit the results. If during interview applicants do 

not commit to what has been presented in the application form, these will be declassified.  

3.5.2 Receipt of Application 

ONLY applications submitted via the F6S platform will be accepted. The application reception will close 

at 17:00 CEST (Brussels time) on October 30, 2026. At this time, a full list of applicants will be generated 

and will include the basic information provided during registration. The full list will only be available to 

the Open Call 1 Supervisory Board in the context of the eligibility check, evaluation and contracting, 

and shared with the EC for transparency. Additional non-identified information (e.g. country, type of 

applicant) will be collected for statistical purposes. Proposals and contact information will not be 

shared within the consortium without consent.   

3.5.3 Use of Generative AI in proposal preparation 

The TRUNSPORT project follows the same guidelines regarding generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) in 
proposal preparation as is stated in the applications for DEP projects.  
  
Applicants are expected to exercise caution and carefully consider the use of generative AI in the 
preparation of their proposal. Content generated in such a manner should be thoroughly reviewed 
and validated by the applicant to ensure accuracy, appropriateness, and compliance with IP 
regulations. Applicants are fully responsible for the content of the proposal, including those elements 
generated by AI and must be transparent in disclosing which tools were used and how.  
  
Specially, applicants must:  
  

• Verify the accuracy, validity and appropriateness of AI generated content and 
citations, and correct any errors or inconsistencies.  
• Provide a list of sources used to generate the content and citations. Make sure 
sources are properly cited.  
• Be aware of potential plagiarism. Check original sources to avoid plagiarism.  
• Acknowledge the limitations of the tool, such as potential of error, bias and/or gaps.  

3.6 Evaluation Process 

The evaluation process is split into two (2) stages. The eligibility check and the evaluation. The 

eligibility check is to ensure that all the administrative and procedural requirements are met. 

Proposals that meet the eligibility criteria move on to the technical evaluation carried out by the 

evaluators of the Open Call 1.  
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Table 3: Applications’ eligibility checklist 

Eligibility check list  

Compliance with eligibility criteria    YES  NO  

1. Applicants are legal entities (as defined in section 3.3) established in EU 
Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)) and EEA 
countries (Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein) 
,have a valid VAT & PIC number and are active and operational. However, in 
case having VAT number is not mandatory according to the national 
legislation of the applicant’s country, a registration number from the 
respective national authority (National business registry, Commercial court 
or similar) must be provided.  

      

2. Each party is allowed to participate in only one proposal of the OC1. If an 
applicant is found to be involved in multiple applications for the same OC1, 
all submitted proposals will be disqualified.  

      

3.Each applicant can receive up to €60.000 total funding (it 
can participate in the different calls (OC1 & OC2) but cannot exceed 
the maximum grant).  

      

4.Applicant(s) are not existing TRUNSPORT project consortium members or 
their affiliated entities  

      

5.The application is submitted on time, it is complete and in compliance with 
the described application process  

      

6. Proposals only ask for funding for that part of the work that is not 
yet accomplished and will be carried out once having been selected for 
funding. This does not exclude the usage of e.g. results, IP, infrastructures or 
approaches already held by the applicants.  

      

 

Applicants will be informed when the eligibility check is complete and whether or not they proceed to 

the evaluation.  

3.6.1 Evaluation 

Proposals that pass the eligibility check will proceed to the technical evaluation. Each proposal will be 
reviewed by two (2) evaluators with expertise on cybersecurity across NIS2 critical infrastructure 
sectors and who will evaluate each proposal under the specific evaluation criteria given below.   

  
1. Relevance & objectives: Applicants must clearly describe the current cybersecurity 
challenges that are faced and addressed by the proposal, as well as the objectives of the 
proposed action.   
  
2. Team skills & expertise: Applicants must demonstrate their capacity, skills, expertise, 
and commitment to participate in Open Call 1 programme. Applicants must also provide 
credible evidence that the project team is committed to learn/grow and has the necessary skills, 
infrastructure, and management experience to be able to deliver the proposed project solutions 
but also to collaborate with other parties. A proven track record in achieving and maintaining 
regulatory compliance or developing innovative solutions, tools, and technologies specifically 
for the NIS2 sectors will be positively considered.  
  
3. Excellence & implementation: Applicants must clearly describe the scope of the 
proposed solution as well as develop a plan that will explain the implementation approach to 
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be followed throughout the proposed action. This plan must be 
coherent, feasible, while ambitious.  
  
4. Impact: Applicants must deliver measurable scientific, technological, and 
socioeconomic impacts in line with objectives of Open Call 1.  

  
The above evaluation criteria (1 to 4) have the same weight. Each evaluation criterion can be scored 
from one (1) to five (5) with a threshold of three (3) points and a minimum of 12 points in total. This 
means that proposals with an average score less than three (3) for any evaluation criterion category 
will not be selected, regardless of their final score. Proposals with total scores lower than 12 will not 
be selected, even if they are the highest ranked.  
  
The scores can be interpreted in the following way:  
  
0- The proposal fails to address the criteria or cannot be assessed due to missing or incomplete 
information.  
1- Poor: The criterion is not adequately addressed, and/or there are serious inherent weaknesses.  
2- Fair: The criterion is generally addressed, but there are significant weaknesses.  
3- Good: The criterion is well addressed, but there is a number of shortcomings.  
4- Very good: The criterion is very well addressed, but there are a small number of shortcomings.  
5- Excellent: All relevant aspects of the criterion are properly addressed. Shortcomings, if any are 
minor.  
  
In case the difference in scores between evaluators is significant (>3 for any criterion), a consensus 
meeting between the two evaluators will be held, under the supervision of the Supervisory Board, to 
discuss the assessment and seek agreement on the final score.   
  
In case that ties are identified, and the number of applications being highly scored exceeds the ones 
being able to be funded under the Open Call 1, the scores for each evaluation criterion will be 
compared in the following order:  
  
1. Relevance & objectives  
2. Team skills & expertise  
3. Excellence & Implementation  
4. Impact  
  
For example, if proposals have the same total score, the proposal with the highest score in 
the Relevance & objectives criterion will be selected. If that score is the same as well, the proposal 
with the highest Team skills & expertise score will be selected and so on. In the case that proposals 
have the same total score and the same score in each of the four criteria, other factors related to 
the objectives of the open call will be considered.  
 

At the end of the evaluation process all proposals will be ranked based on their scores and all 
applicants will be informed about the evaluation results with an Evaluation Summary Report (ESR) 
that presents the total points, the average points for each criterion and evaluator comments. The list 
of accepted proposals will be published.  
  
A written Sub-grantee Agreement will be signed with successful applicants covering all the legal issues, 
subject to any particular clauses derived from Digital Europe in cascading granting, the payment 
schedule, and conditions (milestones), general legal text issues of rights and obligations by the 
TRUNSPORT consortium and each sub-grantee, including IPR and audit procedures. A legal entity that 
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does not provide the required/requested data and documents in due time will be disqualified from 
the OCP.  

3.6.2 Redress Procedure 

Within five (5) working days of the delivery of the Evaluation Summary Report (ESR), Applicants may 
submit a written request for redress to the TRUNSPORT Open Call Supervisory Board via email 
at opencall1@trunsport.eu if they believe there was a shortcoming in the way their proposal was 
evaluated, which may have affected the final decision on whether they were selected as beneficiary 
or not, or if they believe the results of the eligibility checks are incorrect. The Supervisory Board will 
examine the requests for redress.  
  
The role of the TRUNSPORT Supervisory Board is to ensure a coherent interpretation of such 
requests and equal treatment of applicants. The request for redress must clearly explain the redress 
points and elaborate on everyone. Request must be:  
  

• Related to the evaluation procedural process or eligibility checks  
• Clearly describing the complaint, and reasons for potential consideration  
• Received within the time limit (5 working days) from the delivery of the 
Evaluation Summary Report,  
• Sent by the same applicant’s legal representative that submitted the proposal  

  
In this case, the TRUNSPORT Supervisory Board will examine the request for redress within five (5) 
working days and will recommend an appropriate course of action. If there is clear evidence that a 
shortcoming(s) could have affected the eventual funding decision, it is possible that all or part of the 
proposal will be re-evaluated.  
  
Important:  
  

• This procedure is concerned only with the evaluation procedural activities and/or 
eligibility checking process. The TRUNSPORT Supervisory Board will not call into question 
the scientific or technical judgement of appropriately qualified evaluators.  

  
• A re-evaluation will only be carried out if there is evidence of a shortcoming that 
affects the final decision on whether to select the applicant as a winning entity or not. This 
means, for example, that a problem relating to one evaluation criterion will not lead to a 
re-evaluation if an application has failed anyway on other criteria.  

  
• The evaluation score following any re-evaluation will be regarded as definitive. This 
score could be lower than the original score. Only one request for redress per proposal 
will be considered by the TRUNSPORT Open Call Supervisory Board. All requests for 
redress will be treated with the utmost confidentiality.  

3.6.3 Contracting 

After the redress period has closed and the final ranking has been finalized, the 
TRUNSPORT Supervisory Board will start negotiations with representatives of the selected proposals. 
Based upon the evaluator’s comments in each ESR, applicants may be expected to address 
shortcomings that were identified or specific changes that were requested. If the negotiations do not 
finish successfully, the proposal will be rejected and the next highest ranked proposal will be selected. 
Contract preparation will proceed with an administrative and financial check. The objective of the 
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financial and administrative check is to ensure all legal requirements are fulfilled in the contract signed 
between the Open Call Manager/Treasurer and each beneficiary on a case-by-case approach; a phone 
call or teleconference may be needed for clarification.  
  
The following documents will be required from all parties (individual beneficiaries and all consortia 
members):  
  

• Legal existence: Company Register, Official Gazette or other official document per 
country showing the name of the organisation, the legal address and registration number 
and a copy of a document proving VAT registration (in case the VAT number does not 
show on the registration extract or its equivalent. However, in case having VAT number is 
not mandatory according to the national legislation of the applicant’s country, a 
registration number from the respective national authority (National business registry, 
Commercial court or similar) must be provided).  
• Legal proof that the applicant’s organisation is not under liquidation or has filed for 
bankruptcy.  
• Bank Account Information: The account where the funds will be transferred will 
be indicated via a form signed by the legal representative and the bank representative. 
The account should be a business bank account of each beneficiary. The financial 
information should not be older than three months.  

  
The Subgrantee (beneficiary) assumes full responsibility on the bank account info they provide 
through Annex 7– Bank account information. For instance, if they provide a wrong IBAN, and the 
Treasurer proceeds with the transfer to that account, they will assume responsibility for any costs 
related to the transfer (expenses with the return of the amount from the wrong bank account and/or 
expenses with the new transfer will be deducted from their grant transfer). Ultimately, in a worst-case 
scenario, if the Treasurer does not manage to recover the amount transferred to the wrong bank 
account, the beneficiary who provided a wrong IBAN will not be able to claim that payment.  
  
The request for the above documentation will take place within designated deadlines. Contracting will 
take place December 2026. In case contracting has not been concluded within this period, the 
application is automatically rejected and the next application in the reserve list is invited.  
  
After successful negotiations, the legal representative of the open call winner will be invited to sign a 
contract, which will then be signed by the Open Call Manager / Treasurer. 
 

4 Implementation of the Open Call 1 Programme 

Selected sub-projects of the TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 will begin in January 2027.  
  
The implementation period of the selected sub-projects (shown in Figure 3) will be 9 months:   

• Phase 1 - Plan: Payment of 30% of the total fund  
o [Deliverable 1: Description and planning report (M1)]  

• Phase 2 - Development: Payment of 30% of the total fund  
o [Deliverable 2: Intermediate progress report (M4)]  

• Phase 3 - Validation: Payment of the final 40% of the total fund  
o [Deliverable 3: Implementation and validation report (M9)]  
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Figure 3: Overview of sub-project implementation timeline 

 

The payment timeplan is shown in Figure 4 below, subjected to agreed milestones 

and  KPIs/deliverables.  

 

Figure 4: Sub-project’s payment timeline 
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5 Applicant’s Responsibilities 

The selected Sub-grantees are indirect beneficiaries of Digital Europe Programme (DEP) funding. As 

such, they are responsible for the proper use of the funding and ensure that they comply with them 

obligations set out in DEP specific requirements. The obligations that are applicable to the 

beneficiaries include (but are not limited to) those described below.  

5.1 TRUNSPORT’s Project Interactions 

The selected beneficiaries will play a crucial role in fostering a vibrant, sustainable, and resilient 

cybersecurity ecosystem. This collaboration is designed to be a two-way exchange: while 

beneficiaries contribute their creativity, expertise, and impact through their sub-projects and active 

involvement, they will also receive support and resources to strengthen their capacity and visibility. 

Together, we aim to build a robust community where scientific expertise and technical innovations 

intertwine, leaving a legacy beyond the project.  

5.1.1 What is Expected from the Beneficiaries 

To ensure the widespread dissemination of the TRUNSPORT FSTP sub-projects the following Key 

Performance Indicators (KPIs) are obligatory. The following table outlines the KPIs that are required for 

all TRUNSPORT FSTP. Adequate budget should be indicated (when applicable) to ensure resources are 

available for their full execution.  

 

Table 4: TRUNSPORT FSTP sub-projects’ Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) 

KPI  Description  

Final 
video/interview/podcast*  

Preparation of a short video/interview/podcast showcasing key results 
and achieved impact, and communicating the project’s value in their use, 
is recommended at the end of the implementation period   

Press Release/Article*  Preparation and publication of press releases/articles during the 
implementation period to highlight project progress, milestones, and 
intermediate impacts.  

Blogs*  Publication of blogs through project channels, innovation communities, 
and relevant online platforms to share experiences and results.  

* Each participant is required to prepare at least two out of the three communication materials during 

the funding period. All selected materials must include proper project acknowledgement.  

 

5.1.2 Support Offered by the TRUNSPORT Consortium 

Selected beneficiaries will benefit from a structured support programme designed to strengthen their 
cybersecurity capabilities, enhance the implementation of their sub-projects, and foster long-term 
collaboration within the TRUNSPORT Ecosystem. Through a combination of expert-led webinars, 
workshops, mentoring sessions, practical demonstrations, and collaborative activities, participants will 
gain a comprehensive understanding of cybersecurity requirements and the practical application of 
the project's solutions. Continuous interaction with the consortium and peer organisations will 
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promote knowledge exchange, facilitate experience sharing, and enable beneficiaries to provide 
valuable feedback that will contribute to the further refinement of the TRUNSPORT services.  

The TRUNSPORT consortium will provide beneficiaries with access to project experts, educational 
resources, technical guidance, and networking opportunities throughout their participation. Upon 
request, participants will be able to receive direct support from specialists involved in the project, as 
well as referrals within broader national and European innovation ecosystems. Beneficiaries will also 
be invited to participate in project activities, including workshops, webinars, demonstrations, and 
community events, while gaining access to project materials and resources. This integrated support 
framework will help organisations strengthen their cybersecurity preparedness, facilitate the adoption 
of innovative solutions, and maximise the long-term impact of their participation in the Open 
Call Programme.  

 

Important:  
Solution Refinement and Alignment with the TRUNSPORT Platform  
 

Successful applicants will be expected to actively participate in project webinars, workshops, 
mentoring sessions, and technical meetings organized throughout the implementation period. These 
activities will support beneficiaries in refining, adapting, and optimizing their proposed solutions to 
ensure effective integration, interoperability, and alignment with the technical, operational, and 
cybersecurity requirements of the TRUNSPORT platform and its use-case environments. Applicants 
should therefore be prepared to further develop and adjust specific features, functionalities, 
interfaces, or deployment approaches based on feedback received from TRUNSPORT technical 
experts, end-users, and relevant stakeholders during the project lifecycle. Such adjustments are 
intended to maximize the relevance, performance, and validation potential of the funded solutions 
within the TRUNSPORT ecosystem.  

5.2 Conflic of Interest 

Sub-grantees shall take all appropriate measures to prevent and address any situation where the 
impartial and objective implementation of the Sub-grant Agreement could be compromised by a 
conflict of interest. A conflict of interest exists where the impartial exercise of responsibilities is 
affected by family or personal relationships, political or national affinity, economic interests, or any 
other direct or indirect personal interest.  

To safeguard the independence and fairness of the TRUNSPORT Open Call, applicants must not be 
affiliated entities of any TRUNSPORT consortium partner, nor may they be employees or persons 
directly involved in the preparation, evaluation, selection or management of the Open Call. Any 
actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest identified during the evaluation or implementation of 
a sub-project will be assessed by the TRUNSPORT Consortium and may result in the exclusion of the 
application or the adoption of appropriate corrective measures.  

Sub-grantees shall immediately notify the TRUNSPORT Consortium of any actual or potential conflict 
of interest that arises during the implementation of the sub-project and shall take all necessary 
measures to remedy the situation without delay. The TRUNSPORT Consortium may assess the 
adequacy of the corrective measures taken and may require additional actions within a 
specified timeframe to ensure continued compliance with the Sub-grant Agreement and the Digital 
Europe Programme requirements.  

Failure to comply with the obligations relating to conflicts of interest or any other material obligations 
under the Sub-grant Agreement may result in appropriate contractual measures, including suspension 
of payments, reduction of the financial support, termination of the Sub-grant Agreement and, where 
applicable, recovery of all or part of the financial support already paid, in accordance with the 
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provisions of the Digital Europe Programme Model Grant Agreement and the TRUNSPORT Sub-grant 
Agreement.  

5.3 Ethics, Data Protection and Confidentiality 

Prior to granting financial support, TRUNSPORT will require Applicants to identify and explain any 
ethical issues that may arise during the subproject implementation as part of their project proposals. A 
dedicated chapter in the proposal template will require from the Applicants to describe how they will 
comply with European Union ethical rules/principles and outline how ethics principles will be 
integrated into the project, addressing aspects such as participant involvement, informed consent, 
privacy protection, data management, and any other relevant ethical considerations. All subprojects 
should follow an “ethics by design”-way of working, whereby ethical and legal principles, on the basis 
of GDPR, competition law compliance, absence of data bias are implemented since the beginning of 
the design process.  

During implementation of the sub-project and for at least five years after the final payment of the sub-
project, the beneficiaries must keep confidential any data, documents or other material (in any 
form) that is identified as confidential at subcontract signing time (‘confidential information’).  

Personal data should be retained only as long as necessary for the original purpose, following the 
principle of data minimization. Pseudonymisation7 is also recommended. In Open Science initiatives, 
long-term archiving of research results & raw data is recommended, especially if the data is intended 
to be publicly accessible. Any publications must be open access8.  

If an OC beneficiary makes a request for a longer period of data protection and confidentiality, the EC 
and the TRUNSPORT consortium may agree to keep such information confidential for 
an additional period beyond the initial five years. This will be explicitly stated in the Sub-grant 
Agreement.  

If additional information is identified as confidential during the sub-project execution or through 
verbal communication, it must be accepted by the TRUNSPORT coordinator and confirmed in writing 
within 15 days of its disclosure. Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, they may only use 
confidential information to implement the Sub-grant Agreement. The OC beneficiaries 
may disclose confidential information to the TRUNSPORT consortium and to the selected external 
reviewers, who will be bound by a specific Non-Disclosure Agreement.  

Applicants must confirm that all proposed services, including the means of their delivery and upkeep, 
have been reviewed to ensure compliance with all relevant legislation on data protection, privacy, and 
fundamental rights.  

OC beneficiaries will have to submit three deliverables (1. Description and planning report (M1), 
2. Intermediate progress report (M4), 3. Implementation and validation report (M9) during the sub-
project implementation. In these deliverables, the beneficiaries will report any ethics measures in 
a dedicated chapter. The deliverables will be reviewed by the Supervisory Board of the Open Call 1, 
while the appointed Ethics Advisor will examine and assess the ethics measures if needed.  

Throughout the project's implementation, the TRUNSPORT Ethics Advisor will provide ongoing 
guidance and support to the FSTP projects. He/She will assist project implementers in addressing 

 
7 Pseudonymisation' of data (defined in Article 4(5) GDPR) means replacing any information which could be used 
to identify an individual with a pseudonym, or, in other words, a value which does not allow the individual to be 
directly identified. 
8 Open Science https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-research-and-innovation/our-
digital-future/open-science_en 

https://www.edpb.europa.eu/system/files/2025-01/edpb_guidelines_202501_pseudonymisation_en.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-research-and-innovation/our-digital-future/open-science_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-research-and-innovation/our-digital-future/open-science_en


 TRUNSPORT Open Call 1 Applicant’s Guide  

Page. 38 
 

ethical challenges, ensuring continuous improvement in ethics compliance, and promoting a culture 
of ethical responsibility.  

By implementing this proposed mechanism, TRUNSPORT aims to foster ethical conduct and 
responsible practices in all projects funded through the FSTP. It establishes a system of checks and 
balances, providing assurance that the ethical commitments of TRUNSPORT are upheld by external 
entities receiving financial support. This monitoring mechanism contributes to the overall integrity and 
ethical excellence of the TRUNSPORT project and reinforces its commitment to ethical research and 
innovation.  

The importance of involving women, youth, and vulnerable groups must be considered by all 
participants. The inclusion of women, youth, and vulnerable groups brings a wealth of 
knowledge, expertise, and unique perspectives to the project. Their participation promotes a holistic 
understanding of societal challenges and facilitates the development of effective solutions tailored to 
their specific needs. Furthermore, it aligns with TRUNSPORT’s ethical responsibility to promote equal 
opportunities and ensure that marginalised groups are not further excluded by the project.  

Personal data from individuals (such as name, last name, address, country of residence, phone 
number, email address) will also be gathered with consent via the Open Call 1 during the process of 
potential applicants’ and evaluators’ registration and application on the F6S platform (to post a 
question or apply to a specific open call or enter the pool of evaluators). The majority of the 
information (if not all of them) that will be required, for SMEs, start-ups, research organisations, NGOs 
as potential applicants, are already publicly available in business registries across Europe (e.g., owners’ 
name, company address and email). No sensitive personal data will be collected (e.g., health status, 
race, sexual lifestyle, ethnicity, political opinions, religious or philosophical conviction, receipt of social 
support, victims of violence, criminal records).  

Personal information (such as IP address, device type, geographic location etc.) may also be collected 
(automatically) with consent for statistical reasons and to better understand the people who visit 
the F6S platform and/or the TRUNSPORT website, where they come from and what content they are 
interested in. The activities related to the Open Call 1, since personal information received will not be 
shared by default. Access to the platform is also feasible following a registration process and obtaining 
user credentials. With respect to the personal data protection collected during the Open Call 1, all 
collected data will be pseudonymized where necessary and encrypted before being stored on a secure 
server with server-side encryption. Only the required personnel (specifically assigned for this project) 
will have access to the data. Data processing is carried out in compliance with Article 6(1) of the GDPR, 
based on [e.g., contractual necessity or legitimate interest]. Participants may exercise their rights 
under GDPR, including access, rectification, and deletion, by contacting [contact details].  

According to the Grant Agreement, data will be kept for at least 5 years after the completion of the 
project (or 3 years for data related to Open Call grants of not more than EUR 60 000). However, the 
data will always be stored anonymously and will not be accessible by external third parties. After the 
retention period, all remaining personal data will be securely deleted.  

5.4 Promoting the action and giving visibility to the EU funding 

Sub-grantees receiving financial support through the TRUNSPORT Open Call shall actively promote 
their sub-projects and their results while acknowledging the support received through 
the TRUNSPORT project, which is funded by the Digital Europe Programme (DEP) of the European 
Union under the management of the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre (ECCC) as the 
granting authority.  
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Throughout the implementation of the sub-project, beneficiaries shall provide, upon request by the 
TRUNSPORT Consortium, appropriate information describing their activities, achievements and results 
for dissemination and communication purposes.  

All communication, dissemination and promotional activities, including websites, social media, press 
releases, publications, presentations, posters, brochures, videos, demonstrations, events and any 
major results produced with TRUNSPORT financial support, must comply with the communication and 
visibility requirements of the Digital Europe Programme and the ECCC. In particular, 
beneficiaries shall:  
  

• Display the European Union emblem together with the funding statement "Co-
funded by the European Union". (download link)  
 
• Display the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre (ECCC) logo and 
acknowledge the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre (ECCC) as the granting 
authority. (download link)  
 
• Include the following disclaimer in all communication and dissemination material:  
 

“Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Cybersecurity Competence 
Centre. Neither the European Union nor the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre can be held 
responsible for them."  
 
When displayed together with other logos, the European Union emblem and the ECCC logo shall be 
presented with equal or greater prominence than any other logos. Beneficiaries shall follow 
the applicable operational guidelines governing the use of the EU emblem and the ECCC visual 
identity.  
  
Beneficiaries are encouraged to communicate project achievements through their institutional 
websites and social media channels and to engage with the ECCC communication ecosystem by 
tagging the official ECCC accounts and using the recommended hashtags 
(e.g. #EU, #Cybersecurity, #DEP) whenever appropriate. Communication activities expected to attract 
significant media attention should be coordinated in advance with the TRUNSPORT Consortium.  
 
The European Commission, the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre and the TRUNSPORT 
Consortium reserve the right to publish information related to the funded sub-projects for 
communication and transparency purposes. Such information may include the name of the 
beneficiary, project title and summary, contact details, awarded financial contribution, geographical 
scope of activities, dissemination outputs, public deliverables, scientific 
publications, photographs and audiovisual material produced within the project. Beneficiaries shall 
ensure that all necessary permissions have been obtained for such publication and that no third-party 
intellectual property or confidentiality rights are infringed. 
 
Where the publication of specific information could compromise security, confidentiality, legitimate 
commercial interests or intellectual property, beneficiaries may submit a duly justified request to the 
TRUNSPORT Consortium to restrict or postpone such publication, subject to the approval of the 
granting authority where applicable.  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/logo-download-center_en
https://cybersecurity-centre.europa.eu/funding-opportunities_en#related-links
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5.5 Monitoring, Record Keeping, Checks and Audits 

The TRUNSPORT Consortium, the European Cybersecurity Competence Centre (ECCC), acting as the 
granting authority, the European Commission, and other authorised European Union bodies may 
monitor the implementation of funded sub-projects to ensure compliance with the conditions 
governing Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) under the TRUNSPORT Grant Agreement and the 
Digital Europe Programme Model Grant Agreement (DEP MGA). Where non-compliance is identified, 
the granting authority may apply the measures provided for in the Grant Agreement, including grant 
reduction, recovery of funds, suspension of payments or other applicable sanctions.  

Sub-grantees shall cooperate fully with the TRUNSPORT Consortium, the ECCC and the European 
Commission by providing any information, documentation or supporting evidence requested for the 
purposes of monitoring, reporting, reviews, audits or investigations. All information submitted must 
be accurate, complete, verifiable and provided in the format requested, including electronic records 
where applicable. 

Beneficiaries shall maintain complete technical, administrative and financial records relating to the 
implementation of their sub-project, including all supporting documentation, accounting records, 
contracts, procurement documentation, invoices, proof of payment, deliverables and other 
evidence demonstrating the proper use of the financial support received. These records must 
be retained for five (5) years after the final payment of the TRUNSPORT project, or three (3) years 
where the financial support awarded does not exceed EUR 60 000, and shall be made available upon 
request to the authorised bodies conducting reviews or audits.  

The European Commission, the ECCC, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the European Public 
Prosecutor's Office (EPPO), the European Court of Auditors (ECA), and any external auditors or 
representatives authorised by the granting authority may carry out document-based reviews, on-the-
spot checks, audits or investigations throughout the implementation of the sub-project and during the 
applicable record-retention period. Sub-grantees shall grant reasonable access to their premises, 
personnel, accounting systems, electronic records and any information necessary to verify the proper 
implementation of the sub-project and the eligibility of declared costs.  

Where an audit identifies irregularities, ineligible expenditure or non-compliance with the Sub Grant 
Agreement or applicable European Union legislation, the granting authority may reject ineligible costs, 
recover all or part of the financial support provided, reduce the grant, suspend payments or apply any 
other contractual or administrative measures considered appropriate.  
 
Sub-grantees are reminded that participation in the TRUNSPORT Open Call implies acceptance of 
these monitoring and audit requirements and an obligation to maintain adequate 
documentation demonstrating sound financial management, transparency and compliance with all 
applicable provisions of the Digital Europe Programme and the TRUNSPORT Sub-grant Agreement.  

5.6 Originality of the Sub-Grant Projects 

It is required that applications submitted are based on original works by the Applicants and that their 
foreseen developments are free from third party rights. TRUNSPORT consortium is not obliged to 
verify the authenticity of the ownership of the foreseen products/services. Any issues delivered from 
third party claims that arise as a result of the sub-granted projects are on the sole responsibility of the 
applicant. 
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5.7 IP Ownership of the Sub-Grant Projects 

Each Sub-grantee shall own the results it generates during the implementation of its sub-project, 
including any associated Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs), in accordance with the provisions of the 
Digital Europe Programme Model Grant Agreement and the TRUNSPORT Sub-grant Agreement. Where 
results are jointly generated and the respective contributions cannot be separated, ownership shall be 
governed by joint ownership arrangements agreed between the relevant parties.  

Each Sub-grantee shall be responsible for the identification, protection, management and exploitation 
of its results and shall bear any associated costs.  

Ownership of results shall remain with the respective Sub-grantee(s). However, Sub-grantees shall 
provide the TRUNSPORT Consortium with non-confidential information, public deliverables, 
communication material and other dissemination content reasonably required for project 
reporting, communication and dissemination activities, while ensuring that confidential information 
and intellectual property rights are adequately protected.  

5.8 Liability 

The TRUNSPORT consortium and the EC cannot be held liable for any acts or omissions of the applicant 

in relation to the selected sub-granted project implemented by the Sub-grantee. The TRUNSPORT 

consortium shall not be liable for any defaults of any products, processes or services created in the 

sub-granted project. Including, for instance, anomalies in the functioning or performance thereof. In 

case any damage is caused to a third party by the Sub-grantee, the Sub- grantee will assume full 

responsibility for the damage caused. In no way will the TRUNSPORT Consortium be responsible 

for any damages caused by the Sub-grantee. Sub-grantees shall bear sole responsibility for ensuring 

that their acts within the framework of their sub-granted projects do not infringe third parties' rights.  

 

6 Checklist 

Table 5: Content checklist 

 Content Checklist  

  Is your proposal eligible? The eligibility criteria are given in chapter 3 “Proposal Submission 
and Selection”. Make sure that you satisfy the minimum participation requirements (entities 
from eligible countries).  

  Is your proposal complete? Have all questions been addressed? Proposals should be precise, 
concise and must answer requested questions, which are designed to correspond to the 
applied evaluation. Omitting requested information will almost certainly lead to lower scores 
and possible rejection.  

  Have you checked all technical details related to submission? Difficulties with application and 
submission arising from technical aspects will not be taken into consideration by the 
TRUNSPORT project. Applicants should do test rounds and make sure to submit everything on 
time.  

  Have all supporting documents been properly completed, signed and uploaded?  

  Does your planned work align with the open call objectives? Carefully read the objectives of 
the TRUNSPORT FSTP.  

  Have you critically reviewed and edited your work? This includes following the template 
guidelines for fonts, margins and word limits.  
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  Have you submitted your proposal before the deadline? The time of receipt of the message 
as recorded by the submission system will be definitive.  

  Do you need further advice and support? You can reach out to the TRUNSPORT Open Call 
team via opencall1@trunsport.eu. The technical team can provide assistance to the extent 
possible, up until the 26th of October 2026 @ 17:00 CEST.  

 

6.1 Points of Contact 

All questions concerning the Open Call 1 must be sent by e-mail to opencall1@trunsport.eu. The 

deadline for asking clarification questions or requesting additional information is 96 hours before the 

deadline of the present Call. The answers shall be given no later than 24 hours before the deadline of 

the present Call. We strongly recommend Applicants to regularly visit the FAQ section, in TRUNSPORT’s 

web site, to get valuable feedback for the preparation of their proposal.  

 


